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‘ “A Tradition of Native American Housing”

October 17,2018

The Honorable Ben Carson mo. ~ The H‘onorab e Pam Patenaude

~ Secretary . ) . . Deputy Secretary e
~us. Department of Housmg .. .U.s. Department ofHousrng o
and Urban Development : - and Urban Development

451 7% StSW : ... .. a517hStSW
Washrngton DC 20410 el e __’,‘;Washrngton DC 20410

Dear Secretary Carson and Deputy Secretary Patenau de e

As Charrman of the Natronal Amerrcan lndlan Housmg Councrl (NAlHC) | thrnk |t is rmportant to
~ reach out to you on behalf of our members, who are soverergn Tribal governments, their tribal
“housing organizations, and their tribally designated housing entities. NAIHC's 267 members
represent 463 tribes and tribal housrng organizations from across Indian Country Since time -
immemorial, these tribal governments have represented therr crtrzens who were herelong
before the United States. BE e T R e

“We strongly support the mcreased appropnatrons of an addrtronal $100 mrllron througha - .
competitive grant that was made available in the Consolidated Approprratrons Act of 2018. We ,
~also encourage your Department to work to expedrte this funding to Indian Country assoonas
possible. There have been past competrtrve programs that were inclusive and effectrve in tndlan
Country that may provrde your Department wrth a basrs in rmplementatron
‘l
Wrth respect to the determmatron or def nrtron of “need” tnbes have already accomplrshed that
' through the Negotrated Rulemakrng process. ‘Should any attempts be made to redefine “need”
“as it relates to Indian Housing programs, that would require a formal Negotrated Rulemakrng
convened between representatives of Tribal governments and representatrves of the U.S.
government, namely your Department We smcerely belreve that you understand and are
respectful of this government- toﬂgovernment relatronshrp CL ey

: We feel it is rmperatrve to also remrnd you that to date a Trlbal Advrsory Commrttee (TAC) has
‘not been seated within HUD. The establishment of a TAC had been requested and supported '
by our orgamzatron through Resolution 2013-18 and the National Congress of American Indians
(NCAI) Resolution REN-13-067. One of the purposes of a TAC is to increase consultation and
collaboratron with tribal governments on a regular basis when policies, programs, or actrons

. have tnbal implications. A TAC would have been able to provide the Secretary and the

e Departnrlent with valuable knowledge, insight, and most importantly collaboratron during the
. ‘,rmplementatron of this competrtrve grant program , ;




| This TAC could also have been effectrve in other areas that are also pend ng departmentat
action. These would include the NOFA for the ICDBG program and the current review of the
Section 184 Loan Guarantee regulations. HUD should work to finalize the creation of a TAC.

 There have been nominations received, and to our knowledge HUD wasn’t satisfied with the

number received to completely form the TAC. However, a new request for nominations or other
“such call for nominees has not been issued. HUD could use the existing pool of nominees to
form and seat a Tribal Advisory Committee immediately, and at the same time call for additional
nominees to be added to the TAC at the end of the submission period. In the alternative, HUD
- should immediately seek additional nominees, to include with the existing Eool of nominees, and
- form the TAC in short order. Regardless of which process HUD determines to use, a TAC :
k should be formed and seated in the rmmedrate future. s ,r

ltis our understandrng that the Natlonal Low tncome Housmg Coalition (NLIHC) has submrtted a
letter and also visited with the Deputy Secretary concerning the competitive grant process. As a
‘response to that letter, NAIHC and several other tribal organizations have notified NLIHC of
their flawed attempted representatlon of Indian Housing issues. NAIHC'’s letter toNLIHCis
included as a copy to this letter. It is important to understand that the position NLIHC as stated,
is in no way inclusive of the National American Indian Housmg Council, |ts members as a whole
~or the entirety or majority of Indian Country =
We greatly appreciate the Secretary s commrtment that he has shown tol hdran Housmg S0
»early in his tenure. The visit to Polson, Montana, and appearance at our Leglslatrve Conference ‘
this past March, shows the' Secretary’ s and Department’s continued commitment to Indian ,
Country as a whole. Our organrzatron has also advocated the 1mperat|ve reed for an Assustant
Secretary of Public and Indian Housing to be confirmed by the Senate as ourckly as’ possubie
We also greatly appreciate and respect the leadership of Deputy Assnstant Secretary Herdl 2
‘ Frechette W|thrn the Off' ce of Natlve Amerlcan Programs , | o

: NAlHC respectfully asks that you and your Department Contmue to show your commrtment to
: tndran Countryby: =
Determmmg and publushlng the proposed |mplementat|on of the- competrtlve grant
2 Respect the Negotrated Rulemakmg process and determmatrons made through those
processes; e
3. Seat a Tribal Advisory Commlttee as the Department has started the process but has
ot followed through with the effort. The TAC has been called for since 2013 by both the
~National American Indian Housmg Councul and the Natron CongreSs of Amencan Indlans
through formal resolutions; ~
4. Disregard the letter by the National Low It ncome Housmg Coahtlon dated October st and
"any other attempts by them to advocate on behalf of Indian’ Country or Indian Housing
issues, without a formal process to do so that is respectful of tribal’ sovere:gnty and
_formed through consultation with tribes nationwide. ‘
~ 5. Continue to visit Indian Country and specifi cally Indran Housmg programs throughout our
S tgreat country and in any of our nme regrons t




Ifwe can be of any further aSs:Stance to you or your Department, please feel free to let us know.
‘Our Executive Director Tony Walters or myself will always make ourselves avaulable to you and
your Department. :

Respectfully,

Gary J. Cooper Chairman
National Amencan Indian Housmg Councul
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